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Commissioner of Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Supplemental to the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
November 27, 2001, Applicant wishes to bring to the attention of 
the Patent Examiner the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 and attached thereto. These references were cited in 
connection with the corresponding European patent application in a 
European Search Report received by the Applicant on October 15, 
2003. Abstracts of the non-English language publications are 
attached. Since this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is 
being filed within three months of the Applicant becoming aware of 
these references, it is believed that no fee is due. However, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 03- 
2468 for any additional fees or credit any overpayment in 
connection with this IDS. It is respectfully requested that the 
foregoing IDS be incorporated into the official file of the present 
patent application. 
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Enclosures: PTO-1449 form and fourteen (14) references 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
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addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450, on Januarv 5, 200^. A 
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With respect to those references where no corresponding English language publication is available 
we like to provide with theiollowing . abstracts: 

DE 1 905340 A discloses a method for producing structural parts which consist at least partly of 
foamed sodium water glass. The water glass having a content of solids in the amount of 
approximately 45 - 86 % is foamed in molds at temperatures from approximately 480 to 500 °C 
within a time of approximately 7 to 50 minutes. Before and/or during the foaming process the surface 
of water glass may be subjected to C0 2 gas in order to form a protecting skin which prevents a 
premature drying of the material. 

DE 1496684 A discloses a method for producing foam glass. This method is essentially characterized 
in that foamable mixtures comprising S0 3 -containing glasses and activated coal materials are 
sintered in an atmosphere of pure water steam or an atmosphere having a water steam partial 
pressure above 200 Torr (~ 266.6 mbar) and are foamed after sintering. 

DE 19836869 A discloses glass-forming starting materials for glasses, glass products and glass-like 
or glass-containing materials. The glass-forming starting materials are produced from a composition 
which comprises alkali and alkaline earth metal oxides, optionally complex alkali metal-alkaline earth 
metal silicates, the corresponding hydrogen silicates and quartz and which is prepared by: (a) mixing 
alkali metal hydroxides and alkaline earth metal oxides and hydroxides with quartz powder, fine silica 
grains or fine silica-rich material grains, water and optionally further raw or starting materials, 
especially glass dust, filler-like materials or inert materials as well as auxiliary materials, at between 
ambient temperature and 150 °C; and (b) subjecting the mixture to heat treatment at 80 to 200 °C to 
promote silicate and hydrogen silicate formation, agglomeration and drying. 

FR 1592183 A discloses a method for producing a foamed material. The method is essentially 
characterized in that an aqueous silicate solution is heated until the water is totally vaporised. The 
heat treatment is carried out by using microwaves. 

DE 1496669 A discloses a heat insulating granular material consisting of foam glass and a method for 
producing granular foam glass. The. method is essentially characterized in that fine aluminium in 
solid or liquid form is added as swelling agent to the molten glass. 
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